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Gardena Valley Baptist Church 

GV BC PU R PO SE  
ST A T EMEN T 

At GVBC, we seek to glor ify 
God by: 
~ reaching the world for Christ 

~uniting as His family 
~worshiping Him with our liv es 
~growing in Christ-l ike character 
~and serving others in lov e. 

GV BC M I SSI O N 
ST A T EMEN T 

Helping people discov er Jesus 
and become His fully devoted 
followers. 
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UPDATE ON GVBC NICHIGO MINISTRY 
by Annette Kakimoto 

Assistant Pastor of Leadership Development 
 

But God has combined the members of the body and has given greater 

honor to the parts that lacked it, so that there should be no division in the 
body, but that its parts should have equal concern for each other. 

If one part suffers, every part suffers with it; 

if one part is honored, every part rejoices with it. 
I Corinthians 12: 24-26 (NIV) 

 
For this pastoral column, I thought you might be interested in hearing how our 

Nichigo Ministry has been faring as we have been awaiting the arrival of our new Nichigo 
pastor, Rev. Eiji Osato. The good news is that Eiji’s visa has finally been approved! Eiji and 
GVBC have been working with the immigration attorney since November 2010 to get his 
visa processed. In spite of endless delays, we are grateful to God for His perfect timing. 

Eiji currently resides in Thailand as a missionary with his wife, Emi, and their two 
daughters, Naomi (who will be a high school senior) and Anna (who will be a sophomore). 
Eiji will now have a final interview in Thailand, find out the status of his family’s visas, then 
fly to the South Bay where housing arrangements will made. 

During the year-long wait for a Nichigo pastor after Pastor Bunso Otani’s July 2010 
retirement, God has sustained Nichigo through its staff and servant-leaders. Rei Abe, our 
Nichigo secretary, has been faithfully coordinating various Nichigo responsibilities from a 
support staff position. She has been a key staffer between our English and Nichigo 
congregations. Also, the Nichigo Sekininsha-kai (aka leadership council) has been diligently 
overseeing the Sunday morning worship services and midweek ministries. The council 
consists of Kenichi Okada (Chairperson and Board Member), Midori Morimoto (Worship), 
Yoshiko Ogata (Fellowship), Yasuko Ogura (Membership), Aki Abe (Discipleship) and 
Masumi Aoki (Treasurer). Through their sacrificial leadership, God has continued Nichigo’s 
calling to reach Japanese people in the South Bay for Christ. 

Knowing our need, the Lord graciously provided Rev. Itsuo Ueno of Vine 
International Fellowship (Anaheim) to preach every Sunday since Rev. Bunso Otani’s 
retirement; he completed his time with Nichigo on July 17. Next, Bunso will be preaching for 
four weeks in July and August. Please come by and say “Hi!” to him and Yukimi. 

With GVBC unified as one church, Nichigo participated in the Spiritual Growth 
Campaign earlier this year. They host a weekly prayer group, interceding for GVBC. They 
invited the Japan J2K11 Team and David Rock (our short-term missionaries to Japan) to 
share their heart for reaching Japan for Christ. Nichigo also recently sponsored a concert 
by Hideo Kobori, a famous Japanese Christian pianist, as an evangelistic outreach to 
Japanese people. At the concert, $1,186 was collected for the Japan earthquake-tsunami 
victims. Combined with our English congregation’s offerings and Nichigo’s, GVBC has now 
raised over $29,650 for the Japan Baptist Union and $25,760 for World Vision International 
for the people of Japan.  

Praise God for all of our Nichigo brothers and sisters who are faithfully carrying on 
the ministry and gospel of Jesus in His Spirit of truth and grace! 
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OHANA FEST 
BY PAUL MATSUSHIMA, PASTORAL INTERN — NEIGHBORHOOD 

“Ohana means family,” said the teary-eyed, six-
limbed space alien after experiencing the familial 
love and acceptance with his adopted human 
family in Disney’s “Lilo ‘n Stitch.” Stitch showed 
us family can transcend the boundaries of blood 
and birth to include anyone even as foreign as an 
extra-terrestrial. 

Indeed, GVBC really showed the love of our 
church family to the Gardena neighborhood at 
our fifth annual Ohana Fest outreach event on 
Saturday, July 9. We had 152 children attend — 
from both GVBC and the Gardena community — 
along with their parents and other family 
members. Eleven children signed up for Vacation 
Bible School. And, 93 GVBC’ers volunteered to 
make Ohana Fest possible along with our 
fearless leader and organizer, Barbara Moncada. 

We extend a big hug and THANK YOU to 
everyone who helped, from bakers to lifters to 
pray-ers to dancers to greeters, and especially to 
neighbors. We hope you had a blast and pray we 
as a church can continue to love our neighbors. 
Praise God! 

Note: GVBC will periodically have candid photos 
of church activities on its website and in print. If 
you do not want your picture published, please 
let the office know. 



Page 3 � � � � 
Issue 13 

HIGH SCHOOL LONG BEACH MISSION TRIP 
BY DANIEL MATSUDA, ASSOCIATE PASTOR — YOUTH 

High School Long Beach Team 

Afternoon VBS at the church 

Morning VBS crafts at the preschool 

What do you get when you take 29 high school 
students to downtown Long Beach for a one-week 
mission trip? 

A) Students who like to hang out amidst wild 
laughter and chaos. 

B) Students who step up beyond expectations to 
love and serve others. 

C) Students who are grubby from showering every 
other day and constantly tired from long days of 
ministry. 

D) Students whose lives are forever trans formed by 
seeing God working in and through them. 

E) Of course the answer must be:  E) All of the 
above! 

From June 25 to July 1, a team of five leaders and 
29 students had the chance to: 

� Distribute 2,000 door hangers to promote a free 
neighborhood carnival and the grand opening of 
Citylights Church (with Pastor Thien Doan) in a 
new location. 

� Plan and run a free neighborhood carnival, giving 
out 450 hotdogs and 250 trays of nachos, leading 
crafts and games, and building relationships with 
the people in the Long Beach neighborhood. 

� Have intentional conversations with homeless 
people over breakfast and dinner. 

� Run a morning Vacation Bible School for 25 
preschool kids, 10 of whom are from homeless 
families. 

� Run an afternoon Vacation Bible School for 
preschool and elementary kids in the Long Beach 
neighborhood — this grew from 17 on Monday to 
40 by Thursday. 

� Enjoy a daily dinner with all of the VBS children 
and many of their families, growing to over 100 
people being served dinner on the last night. 

� Serve the elderly at a local convalescent home 
where most of the residents have severe mental 
issues. 

� Have amazing times of team bonding and sharing 

stories of God’s trans formation in our lives. 

I can’t fully capture the experience in words, but 
hopefully you get the picture. 

God is good!  All glory to Him! 



Letters from our family 

� Dear GVBC, “There’s no place like home” takes on a new meaning after a 10-day s tay i n 
the hospital!  It’s good to be home. Thank you for all the prayers on my behalf and the 
beautiful cymbidium orchid plant. The visits  and prayers  from Pastor S teve, Pastor Ron, 
and Pastor Annette meant so very  much. The many cards, phone calls, visits, meals, and 
gifts were all expressions  of Christi an l ove for which I thank you all. I am getti ng s tronger  
each day  and am anxiously  looking forward to seeing you all at GVBC. A  grateful child of 
God, Shig Hirano 

� Dear Fri ends, On behalf of the City of Gardena we would like to thank you for your 
considerate donation of $500 [from our LOVE Fund] to our year- round emergency Food 
Pantry Program. Your contri bution allows us to conti nue assisti ng the less fortunate in 
Gardena. For over  32 years , our  city  uni tes to help the l ess  for tunate i n our  city . Together 
we were able to assist approximately 5,173 i ndividuals  with emergency food, bus tokens, 
crisis counseling, food vouchers and suppor tive services  in the year 2010. We Thank you 
for  your suppor t. Sincerely, Deryl Lloyd, Superintendent of Recreati on/Human 
Services/Buil ding Maintenance, by  Davina Vivar , Communi ty Services Counselor 

We spotted you in the news 

� An article and picture of Rodney Tanaka appeared on the Union Rescue 
Mission Facebook page dated July 2011. The article is titled “Meet an ex-cop 
who traded his gun for a sword.” The article began with, “Men like Rodney 
Tanaka turn your gifts into the care and love that transforms lives at Union 
Rescue Mission” 

The article then went into Rodney’s history. He was a Gardena police officer 
for 31 years where he witnessed “the worst of the worst.” He had planned to 
retire as a plice captain but five years ago he resigned from the police force 
and joined the Union Rescue Mission as a chaplain. 

“Being a policeman,” Rodney stated in the article, “I experienced a lot of things that God 
used to prepare me for coming to Union Rescue Mission. Most of the guys I minister to 
now have the same issues as the men I dealt with as a police officer. The only 
difference between what I do now and what I did as a policeman is that I’ve traded my 
gun for a sword — which is my Bible.” 

Rodney now shows love for these men. Rodney explained why he could relate. While 
growing up, he said, he drank, did drugs, and ran with the wrong crowd. “I could easily 
have ended up on Skid Row. But God showed me compassion through many caring 
people and saved my life. And I want to show that same compassion to the men here. 
Most of these men were neglected and never loved. They need attention, support and 
someone who cares about them. Without that, a man loses hope. And when they lose 
hope, there’s nothing left but darkness. So I care about them, and through God’s Word I 
show them He cares about them — and I teach them God’s rules of li fe and how He 
hopes for them to live.” 

Through Rodney’s ministry, many of them are now back with their families. Some, 
however, don’t all make it. When that happens, Rodney will go out to the streets and 
look for him. “I think it’s important to show that you care enough to leave the other 99 
sheep to search for that lost one. I believe Union Rescue Mission is where God wants 
me. When I can help one guy break through the darkness and succeed, that’s what 
keeps me going. This is the kind of ministry Jesus did — and someone will have to drag 
me out kicking and screaming before I leave this place.” 
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MISSION FIELD 

Jim and Leta Van Meter, Paraclete 

“Thank you for helping to send us. Thank you for your prayers,” writes Leta Van 
meter. 

The retreat, held in Costa Rica which the Van Meters attended, was a blessing 
with the themes of “Being the Beloved” and “Becoming the Beloved.” 

During the summer the Van Meters are busy, receiving people from all over the 
world. They request prayer for, “We’ll be good ministers of hospitality.”  They 
also desire to be good listeners. In August, please also pray for the GAP 
training, which they will help facilitate, for teams going to the M.E. 

Ken and Diane Kudo 

Congratulations to the Kudos!  On June 14, they celebrated 42 years of 
marriage. On July 14, they celebrated 35 years of serving as missionaries in 
Brazil. 

A special event, "Closing the Gap" was held. Its purpose was to reach the 
"unreached people groups" in the world. It was led by 12 "Two-Thirds World 
practitioners of making disciples". Ken related it was so encouraging because 
the practitioners helped those in attendance share stories as well as pray and 
minister to one another. 

Lives have been transformed in Brazil. Through the Holy Spirit, Diane and her 
team cast out demons from a woman who was sexually abused as a child and 
raped as a teen. An executive from a multinational company has been going to 
Bible study with a disciple maker. This executive came to a church service and 
made a decision to repent and follow Christ. Now, he is sharing the Good News 
to his executive friend. 

Thank you for keeping the Kudos and their ministry in your prayers. "Your 
'fellowship in the gospel' is very precious to us," writes Ken. 

Sheryl Silzer 

"I thank God for your sustaining prayers," writes Sheryl. 

Sheryl returned safely after leading two workshops, one for three weeks in 100 
degree plus heat in Dallas and a weekend in Chicago. In Dallas, Sheryl led a 
Multicultural Team Building workshop. Sheryl wasn't able to make all the 
suggested changes so she will return in mid-August to Dallas to accomplish 
that. 

She was also able to take two workshops which were both about learning how 
to apply adult learning principles. All 20 participants came to Sheryl 's workshop 
except for a woman from Nigeria whose visa request was denied. The group 
was composed of four Africans and the others were Americans who had 
experience from around the world. The highlight was having the Africans share 
about the differences between American and African culture. 

Sheryl will be leading workshops in September to October in Costa Rica and in 
mid October to mid November in Papua, New Guinea. "Pray for other 
opportunities to run the workshop as the budget cuts in Wycliffe have reduced 
the number of opportunities," she writes. 

Please also keep Sheryl 's health in your prayers. For no apparent reason her 
blood sugar levels appear to be rising. 
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CONTACT: office (310) 323-5683. 

EMAIL: gvbc@gvbc.net [put your event in 
the subject line]. You can also contact 
event leaders directly. 

WEBSITE: www.gvbc.net 

� Classes at GVBC 

�101 Class, Membership and Baptism, Sunday 
August 14, 12:30 — 4:30 p.m., for high school age 
and up. For those seeking information about GVBC 
and who would like to become a member and/or be 
baptized. Taught by Pastors Steve Langley and 
Layne Wakuta. 

�201 Class, Discovering Spiritual Maturity, 
Sunday, August 14, 12:30 — 4:30 p.m.. Designed 
to help you develop spiritual maturity. Taught by 
Pastors Ron Matsuda and Chris Koga. 

�301 Class, Discovering Ministry (two-part series), 
Sundays, August 14 Part 1 & August 21 Part 2, 
12:30 — 4:30 p.m. Learn about your unique 
spiritual gifts, your S.H.A.P.E. (Spiritual gifts, Heart, 
Abilities, Personality, Experience) and take the next 
step in the ministry exploration process. Taught by 
Pastor Annette Kakimoto. 

�401 Class, Redefining My Life’s Mission, Sunday, 
August 14, 12:30 — 4:30 p.m. Teaches you how to 
redefine your life’s mission and how you can live as 
a witness to Christ. Taught by Pastors Daniel 
Matsuda and James Chang. 

     A light lunch is provided before each class. 
Register by checking off the appropriate box on the 
back of your Connection form or contact Jan 
Magnani, ext. 0 or e-mail her at: gvbc@gvbc.net 
[Class number in the subject line]. 

� Seminarian Golf Tournament Monday, August 15 

Registration forms available in the Narthex or on the 
GVBC website (see article on page 7). 

� Beachcombers Friendship Night 

Thursday, August 18, 5:30-8:30 p.m., Community 
Hall. Invite a friend or family member or anyone 
you’ve been praying for. This is a beach-themed 
event with musical entertainment, exhibits, food, and 
fun for everyone. We need lots of helpers with set up 
on Wednesday, August 17, 10:00 a.m. Sign up at the 
Guest Center in the Courtyard after the worship 
services or contact Cindy Matsuda 
hopecindymatsuda@gmail.com. 

� Baptism Sunday September 4, Sanctuary 

� Office Closed Labor Day Monday, September 5 

� GVBC Tours sponsored by the Prime Timer’s 

�Newport Harbor Christmas Boat Parade & Dinner, 
Thursday, December 15. Cost $109 per person. 
DEADLINE to pay & register: Sunday, October 30. 
Dinner at the Five Crowns in Corona Del Mar, 

Youth Ministry 
� Sunday, August 7 to Fri day , August 12, Youth Summer 

Camp, Alpine Conference Center, Blue Jay. Finished 5th 
to finished 11th grades. Applications available at 
www.gvbc.net click on “youth.” Or, available through the 
office. Deadline to register is Sunday, July 31. 

� Sunday, August 28 Youth Service Sunday 
Contact: Daniel Matsuda, Associate Pastor — Youth,     
ext. 681, daniel@gvbc.net [event in subject line] 

Friday Night KidZone Events 
7:00 — 8:30pm Community Hall 

July 22 — Text Message Game and Noodle Relay 
July 29 — KidZone VBS Celebration (starting 6:30 pm) 
 
August 5 — Nerf Baseball 
August12 — Making Ice Cream 
August 19 — Water Balloon Toss/Sponge Relay 
August 26 — Board Games/Movie Night (Room 250/251) 
 
For info contact Susan Wakuta, ext. 689, email: 
susan@gvbc.net  

evening cruise in the Newport Harbor Christmas 
Boat Parade, Rodgers Gardens “Christmas 
Fantasy.” Tour leaves GVBC at 1:45 p.m., returns 
approx. 10:00 p.m. 

Register at the information table in the Courtyard 
after the worship services or contact:                 
Richard or Keiko Imatomi. 

� Pastoral Staff Appreciation Month October 1-31 

� M.O.M. (Mexico Outreach Mission) Dates 

� Saturday, Oct 1 Tijuana 

� Friday, Dec. 16 to Sunday, Dec.18, San Telmo 

NOTE: a U.S. passport is required. Spanish is helpful, 
but not required. Contact Teresa Matsushima via the 
church office or email her at: 
treesaw47@sbcglobal.net. 

� Harvest Festival Monday, October 31 

� Standard Time begins Sunday, November 6, Fall 

BACK one hour. 

� Encore Performances of “A Prodigal Christmas” 

Due to many requests, we’re performing “A Prodigal 
Christmas” again this year. This year, you’ll have 
FOUR chances to see this free Christmas musical  
co-written by David Cheng & Susie Shelley. All 
performances in the Sanctuary. The dates are: 

�Wednesday, November 30, 7:00 p.m. 

�Friday, December 2, 7:00 p.m. 

�Saturday, December 3, 3:00 p.m. matinee 
7:00 p.m. 

Invite your friends and family. Don’t miss your chance 
to experience this heartfelt Christmas play. 
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Issue 14 will be uploaded to the website on Wednesday, August 3. 

Hard copies available on Friday, August 5 in the Narthex and 

Community Hall. All articles should be submitted by Sunday, July 31. 

Congratulations to our Christian Service 
Scholarship recipients: 
 Grace Hayashi 
 Aaron Ishibashi 
 Seichi Kamimura 
 Aubrey Kaneshiro 
 Michelle Law 
 Katie Yoshida 
 
We pray they will continue to have a 
servant’s heart while in college. 

CHRISTIAN SERVICE 

SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS 

Amateur golfers ONLY are eligible 

All unverifiable handicaps will be placed in the Calloway Flight 
Registration is also available on the website. 
Fee: $150 includes shared cart, golf shirt, putting contest and hole-in-one, dinner, gift bag. 

Your support can be made in several ways: as a player, as a corporate sponsor, as a Tee sponsor, as a 
gift donor, as a volunteer. Tee sponsorship is $100 and will be recognized with a sign on the golf course 
and in our banquet program. Tee sponsors can also advertise a business or “in honor of” or “in memory 
of” loved one(s). Tee sponsor forms are located in the Narthex. We also accept donations of prizes for 
our raffle held during the banquet and awards ceremony. Donations can be, but not limited to: golf 
equipment, golf accessories, golf apparel, home appliances, gift certi ficates, event tickets, etc. 
Donations to our player’s gift bag are also appreciated (150 of each item). 

Contact via the church office or email: 

� Tak Shimazaki, Chairman: takshim@yahoo.com 
� Keith Kimura, Tournament Director: cre8ive_soul@hotmail.com 
� Teresa & Bill Louie, Player Registration: talouie@hotmail.com 
� Bruce Yonamine, Tournament Sponsorship: byonamine@gmail.com 
� Harvey Ujimori, Tee Sponsors: hujimori@sbcglobal.net 
� Richard Imatomi, Volunteers: rimatomi@sbcglobal.net 

Recommendations are now being received from the 
congregation for candidates for the 2012 Board of 
Deacons. 

The Nominating Committee is filling four positions: 
Moderator and three (3) at-large deacon positions. 

If you would like to recommend someone for any of 
these positions, please contact the church office or 
email: 

Stan Terasaki at stanterasaki@gmail.com. 

RECOMMENDATIONS FOR 

NEW BOARD MEMBERS 



Steve Langley , Senior Pastor, ex t. 0 

Ron Matsuda, Associate Pastor  — Teaching, ext. 679 

Annette Kakimoto, Assis tant Pastor  —  

Leadership Development, ex t. 680  

James Chang, Assis tant Pastor — Worship, ex t. 682 

Chri s Koga, Assistant Pastor—College, ex t. 685 (pt)   

Daniel Matsuda, Associate Pastor  — Youth, ex t. 681 

Susan Wakuta — Elementary  Children’s Di rector, ex t. 689 

Linda Matsuda — Direc tor  Early  Chil dhood, ext. 683 (pt) 

Layne Wakuta, Pastoral Intern — Junior  High, ex t 684 (pt) 

Paul  Matsushima, Pastoral Intern-Neighborhood, ext.695(pt) 

J.J . Frey, Worship Coordinator (pt) 

Wendy Nakano, Offi ce Manager , ext. 672 

Rei  Abe, Nichigo Secretary , ex t. 677 (pt) 

Peggy Kushigemachi, Financial Assis tant, ext. 675 

Jan Magnani , Secretary, ex t. 671 

Aubrey  Matsunami, Chris tian Educ. Secretary , ext. 678 (pt) 

Susie Shelley, Newsletter Editor  ex t. 673 (pt) 

Kevin Hatashi ta, Maintenance Asst. ( pt) 

Socorro “Coco” Kagawa, Maintenance Ass t. (pt) 

Kevin Maeda, Maintenance Ass t. (pt) 

Gerald Mayewaki, Maintenance Asst. (pt)  

Kyle York , Maintenance Ass t. (pt) 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

�Morning Worship @ 8:45 AM & 10:45 AM 

� Nichigo Japanese-speaking Service @ 10:45AM Rm 201 
 

Sunday, July 24 
Pastor James Chang ~ Holy & Set Apart: 1 Peter 1:13-25 

 
Sunday July 31 

Pastor James Chang 
A Chosen Race, A Royal Priesthood: 1 Peter 2:1-12 

 
Sunday, August 7/Communion 

Submission & Servanthood: 1 Peter 2:13-3:7 
 

Sunday, August 14 
Suffering for Righteousness Sake: 1 Peter 3:8-22 

 
 

English-speaking children’s Sunday school runs 
concurrent with the Worship Services. Nichigo children’s 
Sunday school 9:30am, Room 206. 

┌         ┐ 

Gardena Valley Baptist Church 

1630 W. 158th Street 
Gardena, CA  90247-3712 

Phone: (310) 323-5683 

Web: www.gvbc.net 

E-mail: gvbc@gvbc.net 

Twitter: http://twitter.com/gvbc 

VBS July 25-29 


